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Both the House and Senate cranked through long lists of legislation Wednesday with
just eight more days on the legislative calendar before bills and joint resolutions
must emerge from their house of origin. Both chambers plan to begin their floor
sessions at 1 p.m. tomorrow.
Here are the highlights from Wednesday’s floor sessions and committee hearings:

House OKs bill allowing concealed handguns in Capitol
The South Dakota House of Representatives on Wednesday advanced a bill that
would allow concealed handgun permit holders to legally carry firearms in the state
Capitol.
HB 1156 sponsor Lee Qualm (R-Platte) said Capitol police can’t be everywhere and
legislators have the Second Amendment right to protect themselves. He argued that
just the thought of someone carrying in the Capitol will deter a criminal from
coming in to cause trouble.
Opponents such as Rep. Jamie Smith (D-Sioux Falls) said the Capitol security force
and the South Dakota Highway Patrol do an excellent job keeping the building safe
and he doesn’t agree that more guns in the Capitol will make it safer. Smith said a
better option would be to put metal detectors at the doors.
Representatives approved the bill by a 46-20 vote. It now heads to the Senate.
In other floor action, the House passed a bill that prevents local governmental
bureaus, boards and commissions from retaliating against whistleblowers.
HB 1052 prevents such bodies from dismissing, suspending, demoting or lowering
the pay of an employee who reports wrongdoing to an appropriate authority. Such
protections already exist for statewide governmental bodies.
Reo. Susan Wismer (D-Britton) offered an amendment that also ensures that state
employees are allowed to communicate with state legislators on such issues without
fear of retaliation. Representatives supported Wismer’s amendment by a slim 35-32
margin before passing the amended legislation 62-5. The bill heads to the Senate.
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Other floor action by the House:
• HB 1161: An Act to repeal the requirement for certain township, municipal,
and school district fiscal reports to be submitted to county auditors. Passed
67-0.
• HB 1065: An Act to repeal certain provisions regarding the liability of
persons for certain business debts. Passed 55-12.
• HB 1045: An Act to revise certain provisions regarding credit for
reinsurance. Passed 63-3.
• HB 1060: An Act to provide requirements and standards for insurers' own
risk and solvency assessments. Passed 64-2.
• HB 1096: An Act to provide for a criminal penalty for any person who
prevents the enforcement of a secured creditor's security interest upon
repossession of a motor vehicle. Passed 55-11.
• HB 1100: An Act to allow law enforcement to initiate a mental illness hold in
domestic violence situations. Passed 66-0.
• HB 1147: An Act to revise certain provisions regarding concealed carry
permits and to declare an emergency. Passed 66-0.
• HJR 1002: A joint resolution to apply for a convention of states under Article
V of the Constitution of the United States to impose fiscal restraints on the
federal government and limit the power and jurisdiction of the federal
government. Failed 31-34. Rep. Isaac Latterell (R-Tea) announced his
intention to reconsider the vote.

Senate advances bill establishing 2-year wait for officials wanting to lobby
The South Dakota Senate on Wednesday advanced a bill that would make elected
officers, department or agency heads, or division directors wait two years before
lobbying.
SB131 would also apply to the highest paid employees reporting to such officers. A
violation of the act would result in Class 1 misdemeanor. No one spoke on the floor
in opposition to the legislation.
The bill passed by a a 34-1 vote, with Sen. Jeffrey Partridge (R-Rapid City) providing
the only “no.” It now heads to the House.
Other floor action by the House:
• SCR 11: A concurrent resolution opposing physician-assisted suicide. Passed
32-3.
• Reconsideration of SB 19: an act to establish for the Board of Regents and its
institutions a fund for the receipt and disbursement of federal grants and
contracts and a fund for the receipt and disbursement of other grants and
contracts and to make an appropriation therefor. Passed 32-3.
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HB 1037: An act to revise certain provisions regarding delegates and
alternates to the national convention, nominating petitions, and runoff
elections and to revise certain provisions for new political parties. Passed 350.
SB 93: An act to revise certain provisions regarding marriage license fees.
Amended and passed 20-15.
SB 154: An act to require the Department of Transportation to plants on new
or remodeled state properties at rest areas as landscape. Amended and
passed 28-7.
SB 118: An act to allow for special motor vehicle license plates depicting the
Dignity sculpture. Passed 35-0.
SB 123: An act to revise the area where certain nonresident waterfowl
licenses may be issued. Passed 23-10.
SB 66: An act to specifically classify certain agricultural land as riparian
buffer strips, to establish the criteria for the riparian buffer strip
classification, and to provide for the taxation thereof. Passed 34-0.
SB 81: An act to prohibit the manufacture, sale, or possession of alcohol in a
powdered, condensed, or other concentrated form under most
circumstances. Passed 33-1.

In committee
Bill to establish Board of Technical Education advances
The House State Affairs Committee on Wednesday advanced a bill that would
establish the South Dakota Board of Technical Education to run the state’s postsecondary technical schools.
SB 65 is borne out of the 2016 ballot measure Amendment R, which authorized the
state Legislature to create a new board to run the state’s technical schools as
opposed to the South Dakota Board of Regents. House Speaker Mark Mickelson (RSioux Falls) spearheaded the amendment and subsequent legislation as part of a
workforce development effort.
No one spoke in opposition to the bill, and committee members advanced the
legislation to the full Senate on an 11-0 vote.

Construction code bill advances
The House Commerce and Energy Committee on Wednesday advanced a bill that
would revise certain standards for new construction where a building code
ordinance has not been adopted.
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Rep. Larry Zikmund (R-Sioux Falls) brought the bill on behalf of the South Dakota
society of the American Society of Heating, Refrigerating and Air-Conditioning
Engineers (ASHRAE). The bill would dictate that any new construction within a local
unit of government that has not adopted its own standards ordinance fall under the
2015 edition of the International Building Code (IBC) as published by the
International Code Council. The bill notes that the 2009 International Energy
Conservation Code is the required version of the International Energy Conservation
Code within the International Building Code.
Representatives of SD ASHRAE and the South Dakota Home Builders Association
testified in favor of the bill, saying the IBC is the life-safety building standard
adopted throughout the United States and it’s important that South Dakota
expresses that in state law.
Associated General Contractors of South Dakota and representatives of Skyline
Engineering and the American Chemistry Foundation opposed the bill, saying it goes
too far and mandates energy conservation commitments from local governments
that won’t have the resources to enforce those regulations.
The committee advanced the bill on a 10-3 vote, sending it to the House floor with a
Do Pass motion.

Bad day for public records bills
The House Education Committee on Wednesday killed a bill that would have made
accessible to the public certain information relating to the partners in education tax
credit program.
HB 1125 sought to add transparency to an aspect of last year’s SB 159, which
established a scholarship granting association for private schools. HB 1125 would
have made the donations from companies to scholarship granting organizations
(SGOs) public record. Representatives of several education associations and the
South Dakota Newspaper Association testified in support of HB 1125, saying that
when public funds are diverted for private use, the public should know where
they’re going. Supporters argued that this scholarship money is not in the form of
donations but in tax obligations diverted for private use.
Opponents, which included several lawmakers, the Family Heritage Alliance Action,
the Concerned Women For America Legislative Action Committee and the
Foundation For Government Accountability, argued that HB 1125 would discourage
private contributions to education. They said people and companies have the right
to donate money to whomever they wish without having the information disclosed.
Committee members sent the bill to the 41st Legislative Day on a 10-5 vote.
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Meanwhile, in House Judiciary, committee members killed an open records bill that
would have required that any civil or criminal lawsuit settlement terms between the
state, any county, any municipality, or any school district and any other party could
not be made confidential without a court order.
Rep. Greg Jamison (R-Sioux Falls) brought forward the bill in the wake of a
confidential settlement between the City of Sioux Falls and contractors working on
the Denny Sanford Premier Events Center over issues with the building’s siding. The
South Dakota Newspaper Association supported the bill.
The bill was widely opposed by representatives of numerous state, county and local
governmental bodies, saying it would constrain the normal resolution of disputes
between municipalities and companies.
Committee members deferred HB 1166 to the 41st Legislative Day on an 8-3 vote.

Health insurance cooperation bill killed
The House Commerce and Energy Committee on Wednesday unanimously killed a
bill that sought to force health care providers with their own insurance companies
to accept in-network payment or reasonably comparable payment from patients’
other insurers.
Sponsor Sen. Jeffrey Partridge (R-Rapid City) was the only supporter to speak on
behalf of HB 1058, a placeholder bill hoghoused on Monday with a lengthy
amendment. Partridge argued that health systems’ ownership of health insurance
plans has reduced competition in South Dakota.
The bill drew widespread opposition from health care and insurance organizations,
including Avera Health Plans, Sanford Health, Wellmark Blue Cross and Blue Shield,
the South Dakota Association of Healthcare Organizations, the South Dakota
Chamber of Commerce & Industry and the state Department of Labor and
Regulation.
They argued that bill would stifle competition, as networks are some of the only
tools to control costs. They questioned why a bill would take shots at the only two
companies left in the Affordable Care Act’s health insurance marketplace.
Committee members deferred HB 1058 to the 41st Legislative Day on a 13-0 vote.

No excise taxation drop for farmers
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The Senate Taxation Committee on Wednesday killed a bill that would have reduced
the excise tax imposed on the gross receipts from sale, resale, or lease of farm
machinery, attachment units and irrigation equipment.
The sponsors of SB 105, Sen. Stace Nelson (R-Fulton) and Rep. Drew Dennert (RAberdeen), said the bill aims to provide some relief for the agriculture community
that has been dealing with high input costs, high taxes and low crop prices. The bill
received support from the South Dakota Farmers Union but with a caveat that halfcent tax funding be redirected to fund a bond on the Animal Disease Research and
Diagnostic Laboratory.
The Bureau of Finance Management opposed the bill, saying the rate was increased
from 4 percent to 4½ percent last year as part of the state’s effort to increase
teacher pay, and such a decrease would begin exempting certain groups from that
initiative. Representatives of the South Dakota Association of Cooperatives and the
South Dakota Pork Producers Council also opposed the bill.
Committee members sent the bill to the 41st legislative day on a 5-2 vote.

No extra nighttime width allowance for farm equipment
The Senate Transportation Committee on Wednesday killed a bill that would have
expanded the allowable width of farm equipment on state highways at night to 18
feet.
Sen. Joshua Klumb (R-Mount Vernon) brought forward SB 170, saying it would
allow farmers to legally move their modern-day combines after long days in the
field. He amended the bill to provide clearly visible warning lights at a vehicle’s
widest points.
Several agencies opposed the bill based on safety issues: the Department of Public
Safety, South Dakota Trucking Association, the state Department of Transportation,
the state Department of Agriculture, the South Dakota Association of Towns and
Townships and the South Dakota Association of Cooperatives. The opponents said
such equipment is not expected on state roads at night and motorists would not
have enough room to maneuver around the equipment.
Committee members sent the bill to the 41st legislative day on a 5-1 vote.

Other action from committees
•

The Senate Health and Human Services Committee unanimously advanced SB
140, which would require schools to provide instruction in hands-only
cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR). Supporters include: the American
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Heart Association, the South Dakota State Medical Association, the South
Dakota Emergency Medical Services Association, the South Dakota Education
Association and the School Administrators of South Dakota.
The Senate Health and Human Services Committee by a 6-1 vote advanced
HB 1070, which removes the requirement that physical therapists and
physical therapist assistants meet with the same patients in the same place at
the same time, which physical therapists have said has been a burden in rural
areas.
House State Affairs advanced a bill (SB 59) that delays the effective date for
initiated measures and referred laws to July 1 of the year following the
election.
House State Affairs killed one bill (HB 1130) that would have revised certain
provisions that would provide transparency and public comment for ballot
measures and amendments to the Constitution and killed another bill (HB
1153) that would have required a geographic distribution of signatures on
ballot measures.
The Senate Transportation Committee unanimously advanced a bill (HB
1027) that would allow two-wheeled off-road vehicles to registered and
licensed.
The House Judiciary Committee killed a bill (HB 1160) that would have
created a process to allow local municipalities and shelters to recoup costs
for care for animals lawfully seized in cruelty cases.
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